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FAR-EAST COMES TO EAST
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Anime and Manga Clubs have been established with the 
students at Focus East. These students meet twice a 
month to talk about new styles in current books and 
shows. East students have shown a tremendous interest 
in what they’ve been learning so far, and they have 
started teaching each other how to read Japanese and 
draw different characters in the style of Manga and 
Anime. 

More news on activities and happenings at Focus East 
can be found on Page 2.

WHEPFIT FOR FOCUS GIRLS BAKE SALE 4 FLOOD VICTIMS

health, nutrition and fitness. The event is free 
and lunch for the girls is provided. 

Girls interested in joining Dr. Mia and WhepFit
should let their school directors know for more 
info and applications.

Focus SW Key Club sponsored a Fall Bake Sale 
during the week of October 19-22. Staff donated 
baked goods and students and staff were able to 
purchase tasty treats for any donation amount! 
We were able to raise $63.25!!! The money raised 
was donated to the Kiwanis Club of South 
Columbus. 

Members of the South Columbus Kiwanis club are 
making a trip to the flood affected areas of South 
Carolina. The money raised will directly benefit 
flood victims, specifically buying supplies for 
babies!

Dr. Mia Neil will hold a follow 
up to her summertime 
WhepFit event on November 
17th at the East school (third 
floor). The program is open to 
girls from all three schools 
and focuses on women's
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Teacher Spotlight

Mrs. Madison is the Career 
and Technical Education 
teacher at Focus East and is 
in her second year with the 
school. She identifies her 
favorite part of teaching at 
Focus as the flexibility of 
getting to know the students 
on a personal level, sharing 
the joys with our students, 
and helping students realize 
that their choices have 
consequences. 

EAST EVENTS:

Mr. DeLozier and the Social Studies team are heading to the "Ohio Government in Action" 
professional development presentation. This event will allow teachers to learn about 
current adaptations of what is being discussed currently in our government and how to 
apply these things to the classroom. 
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Student Spotlight

Shawn Salter has been 
enrolled at Focus East for 3-
years and admittedly was 
less than "present" in his 
first year with our school. 
With a renewed spirit of 
success, Shawn says he 
chose Focus because he 
realized he was far behind 
and needed to catch-up. 
With help and support from 
the Focus staff, Shawn 
enjoys the ability to move 
at his own pace. 

Additionally, Mrs. Madison says her best advice to 
students is to never give up - keep trying because 
they are awesome. Her favorite things include her 
husband's BBQ chicken wings, gospel music, drawing, 
playing the keyboard, and creating "Praise" dances.

Math comes easiest, but history is the subject he 
finds most interesting. Shawn's plans for life after 
graduation includes a desire to attend college and a 
goal of playing basketball at a higher level.
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Teacher Spotlight

Photo

Ms. Allyson Davis is in her 
first year at Focus West as 
the English/Language Arts 
teacher. Ms. Davis says her 
favorite thing about Focus 
is that she is given 
countless opportunities to 
work with students one-on-
one, develop academic 
relationships and 
encourage students to 
success.

WEST EVENTS:

Congratulations! Art Lab intern positions at the Columbus Museum of Art were offered to 
Sara Parker and Carloise Shepherd from Focus South West and Kevin Coleman from Focus 
East. Herb Garn and Kathryn Cahill encouraged their students to apply. For a sample of 
some of our Focus student artwork please see page 6.
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Student Spotlight

Mr. Kenneth Cremeans has 
been at Focus West for 
about 2 months and says 
he chose Focus due to the 
location as well as the 
staff's ability to work with 
and understand student 
goals. His favorite thing 
about the school is the 
flexible schedule.

Mr. Cremeans says that he

Her best advice for students is that when students 
learn that they are capable and worthy of learning, 
she believes that the world is opened to them. 
Simply learning that we as humans can be effective 
and efficient learners can be a huge accomplishment 
in our lives. Ms. Davis enjoys pasta, reading, knitting, 
John Denver and early Spring.

is most thankful for the support his parents provide 
towards his academic goals. He says he hopes to 
manage his own company some day - a company 
based on web design and web development. 
However, picking a favorite subject in school isn't as 
easy! Kenneth says it's a difficult decision between 
science and IT (Information Technology).
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Teacher Spotlight

Mr. Alex Jarvis is the social 
studies teacher at Focus 
North High School in his 
second year. One of the 
things Mr. Jarvis loves 
about teaching at Focus is 
having the freedom to be 
creative with his 
instruction and finding 
what works for each 
individual student.

NORTH EVENTS:

Ms. Simmons (English Teacher)  has formed a reading group and has been reading 
Mockingjay, the sequel to The Hunger Games.  She has developed a project in which the 
students write their own history book of what the students would do if they were in charge 
of the United States if our current government crumbled. In Part 1 they mapped out how 
they divided the country, laws, type of government, and responsibilities of the divided 
territories. In Part 2, Students created a storyboard where they took their information and 
did a rough draft of their history book. 
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Student Spotlight

James Bush is a new 
student at Focus North 
High having first 
enrolled in August of 
this year. One of the 
things James loves 
best about FNH is the 
flexibility to work at his 
own pace - a primary 
reason James chose 
Focus North High.

When it comes to advising kids, Mr. Jarvis reminds 
students that attitude and effort will dictate how 
successful you can and will be in both school and life. 
When not in the classroom, Mr. Jarvis enjoys playing 
fantasy sports, 90’s alternative music, and a good 
burger! His favorite time of year is Autumn and 
always loved social studies in school because he loves 
history.

When it comes to school work his favorite subject 
is math and James has plans for attending college 
after graduating from FNH so that he can earn a 
degree in video game development as well as 
engineering! James says that he is most thankful 
for his mom continually pushing him to earn good 
grades.
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Picture Pages
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Important Dates:

November 12: Mid Ohio Food Bank Produce Drive
November 26: Thanksgiving
December 10: Mid Ohio Food Bank Produce Drive
December 23: Winter Break Begins
January 4: School Resumes
January 11: Second 9-Week Grade Cards Mailed
January 18: No school. Martin Luther King Day

Additional Notes:
Join us in celebrating outstanding staff
representatives within each of our schools.
September "Staff Members of the Month" were
nominated by Focus administrators and peers in
recognition of their dedication to our school's
success. These people were selected for this award
because of their demonstration of hard work despite
obstacles and their devotion to our mission and
vision.

The selected staff members were:
Focus North: Johnny Nolen
Focus East: Richard DeLozier
Focus West: Alyssa Davis
City Prep: Brenda Scurlock
Executive Director Award: Marilyn Doyle Students and Staff from Focus North High distribute free 

fruits and veggies with Mid-Ohio Food Bank in September.

Students at Focus SW participate in the "Keep Columbus 
Beautiful" event on October 20th. They collected over 12 
bags of trash from the surrounding neighborhoods.
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ART GALLERY

FAMILY – By Mickey Cooper from Focus SW JUSTICE – By Jay Bowers from Focus East

THE GOLDEN EAGLE – by Dimitri Harrison from Focus East


